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1. ffr) SUMMARY: The disclosure in January of the arrent of 

a UK bus i near-man who allegedly sold useless bomb detectors to 
Iraqi Security Forces (TSF) posed now questions about t Y e 
GDI’s ability to ensure the public welfare, particularly as 
t ho cquipine 11 1 was being uso-1 at gover \ irne« 1 1 fac: 1 i t ies t hat 
witnessed massive bomb attacks ii: August., October, and 
Docembo t: . I raqi off ici a 1 opi n I on on t he at 1 1 \ t. y of the 
device remains divided, while key oversight, authorities, 
including the Inspector General at the Ministry of Interior 
{where the equipment was purchased), are pointing to 
irregularities. We are told that, in addition to 
investigations by the Commission of Integrity (GDI), the 
Ministry of Interior IG, and the Council of Ministers, the 
P r i. me M ini s t e l* ha s i n s r. r\\c t. e< i h i s a n t i - o« > r r upt i o 11 adv i s o r, 

Dr. Adel Mohsen, himsoil subject to past allegations oi 
corrupt ion, t.o conduct an inquiry. The device continues to 
be used t*y Iraqi Army and police at some checkpoints across 
Baghdad and other parts of trag. More broadly, the case 
highlights ail too well the challenge of ensuring transparent, 
pubiio procuro m ont i n Iraq. EN:> SUMMARY. 
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2. -f0t On January 22, l. ho Ri.ilish media announced the ;n ie; : l 
the previous day of Jim McCormick, managing director of AT SC 
Lid., of Somerset County, England. McCormick was guested 
tor possible fraud in the sale of bomb detectors sold, inter 
alia, In the Traqi Ministry of Intel i.or for police who use 
1 hem at checkpoints to scan f ov explosives. The British 
Government announced it would seek a ban on exports to 
count r.i.es whoi e Brill sh l ro of.>s we re vieploved, because 
continued use oi the flawed device could ieopardize the lives 
of UK soldiers. Tire New York Times first reported questions 
about the device in November 2009, citing American military 
officials and technical expert s who said the ADE 651 was 
useless, despite widespread use by Iraqi security forces, 
f I 

i 1 

.3. 4-^4- The ADE 651 is a liana -held wand with no batteries or 

i n t. e i* nal e 1 e c t r o n i c comp< ■ nerds, wh i. ch Ira q i r> f f i c i a .1 s - - and 
the s e tier - - h a d o 1 a i nied w a s powered by t h o s tat ic 
electricity of the user. The only moving part is what looks 
like a radio antenna on a swivel, which is supposed to swing 
(like a divining rod) to indicat a _ t he presence of weapon:-; or 
explosives. ; f 

According to a New York Times piece on Januaiy 24, an 
associate of ATSC, who spoke on the condi tin: of anonymity, 
said the devices were manufactured 'or USD 250 each by 
supp 1. iors i i: Br .1 ta in and Romani a . Tl'i 1 s i r;di vidua 1 c Jaimod 
that "everyone at AT SC knew there was nothing inside the ADE 
651." BBC carried statements from computer experts that, the 
chip in the device could no* possibly detect any chemicals or 
explosives. The Times piece indicated that Iraqi, government 
auditors wei^ reporting that the GO I paid USD 40,000 -60, 000 
for each device, and had determined that AT SC was marketing 
the device for USD 16,000. The balance was said by Traqi 
c 1 1 i c i a 1 s to have been f or t ra i r; i ng, spa re pa rt; s ai i d 
commissions. The UK’s Guardian newspaper reported last 
November t hat MCI in 2008 had initially purchased 800 ADE 
QNovember that MCI in 20Q8 hud initially purchased 800 ADE 
651 1 s for USD 32 million (USD 40,000 apiece), and had on 
order a second shipment worth USD 53 million. USE-1 Deputy 
Commanding General for Assistance and Training (DCG A&T), 
through its International Training and Assistance Mission 
(ITAM), maintains advisors at fho Ministry o* Interior; the 
U.S. adviMUis had heard MOT paid of up t o USD 65 mill ion, but 
had not seen records to confirm this. 

Reaction in Iraq 


B1 

1.4(D) 


4. (SBU) T v the wake o f Janaury'f? press reports, Traqi 
officials said publicly they would begin an investigation. 
According to press repaid s, the British Embassy in Iraq has 
offered to cooperate with any Iraqi government investigation. 
Anunar Tuma, an MR in the Iraqi parliament's Security and 

De f onso t'Vmim i 11.ee, t o 1 d th" Ti mes t: hat. the .1 raqi gove rr'.mei■ t 
had "wasted mill!ons of do11ars and 1 ives." 5imi1 ar 
reactions by Traqi ci t i zons ‘ were carried on ot tier Tragi 
media, highlighting how the bomb wands had failed to stop 
exp 1 os i ons at key m i ni st rie.s i n recent mont hs . 

5. (SBU) On January 24, Donaon -based AJ -Sharq al-Awsat 
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reppplod that I raq' :> Assistant Deputy Minister of Inl.eiioi, 

MG Tariq al-Asel, said Do examined the devices and declared 
them "100% accurate." Asel. said the UK manufacturer was 
a t r e s *: ed heca u se "B r i t i sh a rsi Ame r i r a r: s t r 1 e d t o <ii s eo ver 
proprietary information on the wands, which the manufacturer 

had opposed." As of early February, the Ministry of 
Interior (MOT) wa s s L ill us i 1 1 q 11 re do v i co- s . 

(:. (SB U) Notwi f hstanding claims by senior MO 1 officials, or. 
January 2 J , an Iraqi TV st at i on into r viewed Aqee.l A.1-Turaihi , 
the Inspector General (IG) of the MOT, in which he iindicated 
there had been some corrupt practices in the procurement. He 
said his investigative report had boon referred to the 
Mini see] of Inter, lor, who ordered further inquiries and 
audits. Turaihi hinted in the interview that Iraq lost 
"millions ot dollars" in puicliasinq the devices, portraying 
them as worthless and citing their failure to detect 
expires Ives in tests. Turaihi reiterated these points in a 
meeting with AGCO and DCG AsT f TAM on February 10. He noted 
the procurement had been initiated by the Directorate General 
of Counter -Explosive# at the MCI. (NOTE: The head of the 
di t eel o rat.o. Major General Jihad al-Jabiri, rebuffed New York 
Times reporters covering the story. We are told that Jabiri 
is back at work after spending time recently in Jordan. END 
NOTE.) 
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1.4(D) 


i 
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10, With campaigning f or the Majch 7 par 1 i amen t ary 

o I cot i oi r.ohedu 1 ed to kick off February 1 7, it. remain:-; to he 
noon whcthcr opposit ion c«iini idal:o, i n pai: i. c i 1 J a r , r. oi. zo «hi 
Q uo o n w h o t h o r o p poo i 11 o 11 c a 11 d i d a t.o s, in pa r t i c u 1 a r, c c i z c o i \ 
the cun da i ovsi Lho evidently b^rpr-: wands in an offoiL l«> 
score* point a aga ins t the* GDI . There is the prospect of 
negative tall out or: the election bid of Interior Minister 
Jawed a l -Bolard, in part i.cn.I ar, glven hiMinist ry ’ r» lea d i nq 
role in acquiring t lie device;;. The suggestion by both the 
MO I and MOH Inspectors General of corruption in the 
acquisition of the wan dr, under scores the pressing need f^r 
greater transparency and oversight of the 001*3 procurement* 


process. End Comment. 
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